
T o be governed is to be, at every move, at 
every operation, at every transaction, 

noted, registered, enrolled, taxed, stamped, 
measured, numbered, assessed, licensed, 
authorized, admonished, forbidden, reformed, 
corrected, punished. It is, under pretext of 
public utility, and in the name of the general 
interest, to be placed under contribution, 
trained, ransomed, exploited, monopolized, 
extorted, squeezed, mystified, robbed; then, at 
the slightest resistance, the first word of com-
plaint, to be repressed, fined, despised, har-
assed, tracked, abused, clubbed, choked, 
imprisoned, shot, machine-gunned, judged, 
condemned, deported, sacrificed, sold, be-
trayed; and, to crown all, mocked, ridiculed, 
outraged, and dishonored.  That is govern-
ment; that is its justice; that is its morality.  

 

—Pierre Joseph Proudhon  (1809–1865) 
 

VOLUNTARY AND COOPERATIVE METHODS OF SOCIAL 
ORGANIZATION ARE POSSIBLE—LET’S CONSIDER THEM 


